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BIRD SONCrS 

AND THEIR REPRESENTATION IN A;VISIBLE FORM 
By W. E. Benner 

The representation of bird songs on paper has been done 
in many ways, most of which have been very unsatisfactory. The 
use of imitative words and phrases as is done in much of Peter¬ 
son’s A Field Guide to the Birds is so inaccurate that little 
concept of an unknown song can be obtained from them and thus 
they often serve as little more than a refresher for the memory 
of songs that have already been heard. To analyze a sound one 
needs to determine the frequency or frequencies present and the 
variation in frequency and loudness with time. In a complex 
sound this cannot be done accurately by the ear alone. The 
verbal description of a complex sound is very cumbersome if done 
accurately, and most of the published descriptions of bird songs 
suffer from over simplification as well as an inaccurate analysis 
obtained by merely listening to the bird song. Matthews and 
others have tried to portray bird songs by a musical score, but 
this too is often very unsatisfactory as a musical notation has 
no means of indicating the rapid changes in loudness found in 
bird songs. The unusual and rapid slurs are also very difficult 
to indicate properly. Few bird songs can be properly shown on 
the time scale of the musical staff as they do not conform to a 
regular rhythm. 

Aretas A. Saunders uses a graph system with frequencies 
shown vertically and time horizontally. The analysis is done by 
ear with the help of a pitch pipe and stop-watch. As a stop¬ 
watch is limited to 1/5 second as the shortest time that it can 
indicate, and since an accuracy of 1/100 second or better is 
desired, this instrument is not nearly adequate,even if the ear 
were capable of successfully measuring these brief.periods of 
time. Also, where the song contains more than one frequency at 
once there is no attempt made to show this fact. 

More accuracy can be obtained if, instead of the bird 
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song itself, a recording of it is used and played back at very 
slow speed, but if true objectivity is to be obtained the 
analysis must be made by an instrument that is independent of 
the subjective impressions gained by listening. A suitable 
instrument is found in the audio-spectrograph. This gives a 
graph with the frequencies on the vertical ordinates and the 
time on the horizontal obssissa. Volumn is shown by the shad¬ 
ing of the graph. There are several forms of this instrument. 
Some of these produce the graph directly from the sound as it 
is made but do not make it in a permanent form. This type is 
advantageous chiefly with human speech, enabling totally deaf 
persons to see sounds as they are made and thus carry on a 
conversation even over the telephone, although it talces con¬ 
siderable study to learn to read the diagrams as fast as they 
are spoken. This type is also of assistance in teaching deaf 
persons to talk. 


For the study of bird songs simpler equipment, using 
a previously made tape recording of the song, is more conven¬ 
ient and gives a permanent diagram on paper so that it can be 
studied at leisure. This consists of a special tape recorder 
built as in Fig. 1. The piece of tape and a band of paper are 
mounted on a rotating drum. The amplifier is made to respond 
to a narrow band of frequencies instead of the whole audible 
range as in standard recorders. The output of the amplifier 
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is used to operate a marking device (in my outfit a pencil). 

Thus as the drum rotates a mark is made on the paper opposite 
the parts of the tape containing notes of the frequencies to 
which the amplifier responds. The marker is moved along the 
drum a short distance and the frequency of the band to which 
the amplifier responds is raised a little each revolution of 
the drum. After about 100 revolutions all frequencies have 
been sampled and their position marked on the paper'. The pro¬ 
cess takes about two minutes for each sample of tape holding 
about one second of bird song. 

SONGS OF THE ALDER FLYCATCHER 

X had been told that the Alder Flycatcher in the 
vicinity of Hamilton sings two songs alternatively and it was 
suggested that these might be the two standard recognized songs 
of the Alder Flycatcher, George North and I determined to 
investigate so on the evening of July 10th, 1954, we visited 
a spot on Garth Street South where it was known that there were 
Alder Flycatchers. ' 

The spot is low lying end poorly drained and there 
are many clumps of bushes up to twenty feet tall with a few 
fair sized trees. The open spaces are covered with grass and 
weeds. We arrived at about 7 p.m. E.D.S.T. but found the 
flycatchers very quiet and shy so that they were hard to see. 

We almost gave up the vigil, but at 9.30 they started to sing 
and continued to 9.50. 

We chose a suitable spot for our purpose and return¬ 
ed two days later and set up a tape recorder. They again sang 
from 9.30 to 9.50, the difference in the weather apparently 
having.no effect on their timing. We recorded for three periods 
totalling 8 minutes all on the same bird. On playing' them back 
at very slow spe ; ed the songs fall into two recognizable' varia¬ 
tions. Audio-spectrograms of one of each type is shown in 
Figures 3 and 4.' Figure 3 is very similar to published 
spectrograms of the song usually described as fitz-beu, and in 
Figure 5 is shown a spectrogram of a fee-bee-o type of song 
taken from a recording of Kellog and Allen and, as may be seen, 
is very different to Figures 3 and 4. There were also single 
notes, a spectrogram for which is given in Figure 2. 

In the recorded time there were: 

25 calls as in Figure 2 

45 songs aS in Figure 3 

26 songs as in Figure 4 

I hope to continue this investigation this spring and 
would appreciate hearing from anyone knowing the location of 
other Alder Flycatchers, especially of ones that appear to be 
singing a variation of the fitz-beu song or the fee-bee-o song 
as I have not heard this song in the Hamilton district 
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Standard fitz-beu song as shown in Fig. 3 . 

The most notable features of the song diagramed in 
Fig. 3 is the very rapid changes in pitch appearing in the notes. 
The first note, from a to b, takes .06 second and during this 
short time rises about a full octave. This is followed by a note 
falling an octave in about ,02 second. These two notes taken 
together form the '’fitz” part of the song and in most descriptions 
are not recognized as separate notes. 

The notes e and f, although separated by the analyser 
from the remainder of the song, is not separated by the human ear 
and appears as a very ragged or rough start to the final note and 
might be considered as forming the b of the song. 

The next section, from h to- i, has a periodic rise and 
fall of about_.a half octave at the rate of about 140 times a 
second. This is much too fast for the human ear and is heard as 
a series of repeated slurrs or a warble, but is given ’a quality 
usually described as rough, buzzy, or reedy, and should be 
considered as intermediate between a musical note and a noise; 
and to.the extent that it becomes a noise it becomes impossible 
to assign a definite pitch to the note as is done in the represent¬ 
ation of bird song.as a musical score. After the point i in the 
song the pitch oscilation slows to a rate of about 80 per second 
and this sounds rougher than the previous part. 

The song of Fig. U 

In this song there is very little pulsation in pitch 
but large pulsations in volume. These pulsations in volume are 
the cause of the frequency spread shown in the diagram. This 
frequency spread is quite real, as xhight be shown by a Fourier 
analysis, and is not due to any fault in the equipment. These 
notes sound much smoother and less buzzy than those in Fig. 3. 

An oscilographic check was made on the note at c and It 
was found to rise to a rounded peak in volume with a length of 
.002 seconds at minus 6 db. This is only about 7 cycles at the 
frequency of the note. 

With careful listening the note at d can be heard as a 
low-pitched introduction to the final note, although it is of 
very short duration, 

The short call of Fi g. 2 

To the ear this sounds as a single very buzzy note of 
rising pitch. The spectrograph shows it to consist of a series 
of introductory notes of very short duration as shown at A, 
followed by the slightly modulated note B with only a small rise 
in frequency during this part,' The introductory notes are about 
17 db lower in volume than B. Thd final note is about an octave 
above B and 6 db lower in volume. 
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(Decibel (db) is a unit indicating difference in volume, . 1 db).. 
(is the least difference in volume that the human ear can ) 
(detect. The technical definition is ”the number of db is ) 
(ten times the Briggs.logarithm of the ratio of the power”, ) 


* 


SOUTHERN WARBLERS OF THE HAMILTON DISTRICT 
By James Dowall 

Five species of warblers which normally frequent more 
southern latitudes are seen occasionally in the Hamilton dis¬ 
trict. The Louisiana Waterthrush, Seiurus motacilla , and the 
Yellow-breasted Chat, Icteria virens virens , are quite regular 
summer residents, but the Hooded Warbler, Wilsonia citrina, 
the Blue-winged Warbler, Vermivora pinus , 'and the' Prothonotary 
Warbler, Protonotaria cifcrea , are infrequent visitors. In- 
order to find each of these species, the bird observer must go 
to the habitat each species prefers. 

The Louisiana Waterthrush,' an early migrating warbler, 
arrives in late April to the rocky streams of cool ravines 
along the escarpment, such as at Chedoke, Tiffany, Websters 
Falls, and Rock Chapel. Here it is at home walking in sand¬ 
piper fashion along the rocks at the rushing water’s edge, at 
the brink of the waterfalls, or along the many fallen mossy 
tree trunks. It draws the naturalist’s attention-.with its 
wild ringing melody, or, when excited, with a sharp chipping 
note. If approached too closely, it may resort to a hemlock 
along the bank or dart away with unwarblerlike swiftness to a 
safer retreat along the stream. This bird with whitish under¬ 
parts and distinct white eye-stripe should not be confused with 
the Northern Waterthrush, Seiurus noveboracensis , a lover of 
swamps- and bogs. During recent years, few Louisianas have been 
seen and the past two years they have been found only at Rock 
Chapel. 

Hot, slashed ravine-lands with plenty of brambles and 
undergrowth is the select habitat of the Yellow-breasted Chat. 
Although the Chats are most frequently encountered in the 
countries bordering Lake Erie, Point Pelee in Essex County 
being a most dependable area, they are found quite regularly 
near Hamilton’s western city limits. The male chat, when he 
is in the mood, is a very noisy bird and dominates the music 
of his abode with various clucking noises, soft crow-like caws, 
and musical whistling'"who, who” notes repeated about five 
times in succession. Search as one may, the chat is most 
deceptive and remains out of sight. If the bird-watcher sits 
still in the undergrowth and mimics the chat, an inquisitive 
bird with olive-green back, white eye-rings and brilliant yel¬ 
low throat and breast will appear. It is large for a warbler 
as it nearly equals the Catbird in size, though it is much 
plumper. As the chat eyes his rival, he replies with distinct 
s, quert, quert” tones. Instead of slinking back into the tangles 
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the bird is quite apt to mount the highest tree or hydro tower 
and entertain the whole neighbourhood with his whistling refrains. 
Occasionally, with drooping tail, wings extended upward, and 
dangling legs, he goes through a flight song for his mate’s 
pleasure. Such actions compose much of the summer life of this 
mimic, teaser, and whimsical clown of the warbler clan. 

The Blue-winged Warbler frequently associates with the 
Golden-winged Warbler, Vermivora c hrysoptera , in damp brushy 
thickets near the edges of woodlands. One has probably more 
chance of locating this rather rare visitor in places where the 
Golden-winged is abundant, namely at Lake Medad, Ancaster, and 
Glen Morris','' It is a yellowish warbler with a black line through 
the eye and has two white bars on bluish-gray wings. Were it not 
for its rasping,nasal, two-note song, this species would be very 
difficult to .locate, Peterson describes this song as t? beee-bzz” 
as though the bird were inhaling and then exhaling. 

The Hooded Warbler, a bird of damp deciduous woodlands 
with plenty of young undergrowth, is well named. The male sports 
a black throat and head markings in the shape of a hood which 
encircles bright yellow cheeks and is contrasted against yellow 
underparts and olive-green back. It is unfortunate that we at 
Hamilton have so few opportunities to observe this very beautiful 
warbler. May 17, 1947, was a red-letter day for many club members 
when one was seen on the bus trip to Turkey Point. Since that 
occasion, they have occurred in our district on May 31, 1947, in 
the Westdale ravine; on March 30, 1950, in /estdale (an extremely 
early arrival); and on June 20, 1953, at Rock Chapel. 

The Prothonotary Warbler, a native of the valleys of 
the Mississippi and its tributaries,' loves willows growing in or 
near water. The swampy willow tracts of the Dundas Marsh create 
an ideal habitat for these birds and in 1953 they nested in this 
area;' a male bird was found feeding a young one on August 2, The 

birds, decided to spend the following summer in our district. The 

first Prothonotary for 1954 appeared on May 22 but it wasn’t until 

July 1 _that two nests w.ere found by Mr. and Mrs. George North and 

J.H. Williams. This warbler has the peculiar habit of nesting in 
holes in trees. The first nest, in an abandoned woodpecker hole 
about fifteen feet from the ground, contained young which were 
fed by both parents. The second nest, about three hundred yards 
distant from the first, was quite close to the ground and contain¬ 
ed eggs. The discovery of these two nests was unexpected because 
the birds heard and seen during May and June were in a different 
locality. The next day, in this area, I hunted for the third 
possible nest but found instead a male feeding a juvenile which, 
judging by the young bird’s flight, couldn’t have left the nest 
more.than a few days previously. Thus at least three pairs of 
Prothonotary Warblers nested at Hamilton in 1954. 

This species migrates south quite early and the last 
one for the year was seen by/'D.K. Powell on August 21. Another 
name for the Prothonotary is the Golden Swamp Warbler. This is 
a fine description in itself because the entire head and breast 
of the male is an intense rich yellow that appears almost orange 
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on occasions. 

The five species of warblers I have described, pro¬ 
bably occur in the Hamilton region every year as they did in 
1953 but since they are so few in number they are often missed. 
The naturalist who hunts for them in their favourite habitats 
and listens for their songs will find them and become better 
acquainted with these interesting warblers of the southland. 

>:< >j< 

NEW BOOKS FOR CLUB MEMBERS AT THE HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

By Annie J. Hunt 

Books on zoos are to the fore this month. Animals - 
My Adventure , by Lutz Heck, contains a satisfying account of 
the.author *s exciting experiences in capturing wild animals in 
Africa and Canada; such as lassoing giraffes from horseback, 
pursuing gorillas and netting rhinoceros. As Director of the 
Berlin Tiergarten he was responsible.for rearing them in 
captivity and describes his experiences in "breeding back" 
from modern strains to extinct animals like the aurochs. 

William Bridges, curator of publications of the New 
York Zoological Society shares his enthusiasm with the reader 
in the book Zoo Expeditions which contains true personal 
descriptions of seven enthralling scientific expeditions to 
collect zoological specimens. One trip was to the Belgian 
Congo for wild elephants; another to Columbia for the rare 
bird, the cock of the rock; a third to Africa for the Congo 
peacock. Readers who love nature and adventure will enjoy 
reading these tales, well illustrated with actual photographs. 

My Zoo Family , by Helen Martini, is the story of the 
wife of the head keeper of the lion house of the Bronx Zoo. 

One day her husband brought her home a new-born lion cub to 
save its life, and then three tiger cubs. She was so success¬ 
ful that a nursery was established at the zoo to save the lives 
of young and valuable animals. This is an interesting chronicle 
of her achievement in helping to rear Ugly, the melancholy 
howling monkey, the clownish lion Zambezi and gentle Dolly the 
deer, and others. Extraordinary photographs are a valuable : 
addition to this absorbing record which will delight its 
readers. 

Elephant Tramp , by George Lewis, as told to Byron 
Fish is a colourful book of the habits and behaviour of eleph¬ 
ants, written by a man who has - spent his life working in many 
zoos and circuses with these mighty animals. 

Stray Feathers from a Bird Man*s Desk , by A.L. Rand, 
is a collection of unusual facts about odd behaviour in birds. 

The author is the Curator of birds of the Chicago Natural History 
Museum. Some of the chapter headings are: birds as brigands; the 
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THE OAK ORCHARD SV/AMP TRIP 
By Douglas A. Smith 

a night of'rSn 8 liKht g san?o^ 1 SnS 8 f .- hr0 " Sh - clouds > breaking after 
Nature Club left fTennit^ ^ f. flVe J uniors of the Hamilton 
Swamp hike on Sunday April 11 ? f ° r the annual 0a k Orchard 

observe geese: oSr destSati™ P^se was primarily to 

port, New York We reached the Slnka and P° nds east of Lock- 
skv end -Sn atl n • reaci } ea ‘-ne Niagara River under an overcast 

So™ Mrs. Ulrich ex,“rt B anf ,T ho fi e from the Buffalo club, 

roans through a along 

several thOT™n“omMa^eLihie fi resting t ana 1 fhaina S W **?Y 
?h a?r^ d f ^^ e ^^ a rYl Ur 7 Unl ^? hundred Ymore SM” 
water! “ntai“s we?e SfntSt Swans float9d the 

winged Teal al°o* rioted 1 ! • ,^' er ® 5 . W1 th Shovellers and Greeh- 

and fields were two BoAap^te?s^CullI^ 1 ?!• t° Ver the P ° ndS ' 
the colours of the birds wore nnt v . lslblllt Y was poor so that 

with the aid of'her Wescone in r ® adll y seen but Mrs. Ulrich, 
out clearly when it was once located? ^ W G °° Se which stood 

while a light°rain S fen' nnt '*' n our da P s in. the cars 

of the road came the son?" of Red f 'F 0ltl tiie swa Mps on either side 
Sparrows. nfi ° ° f R ®d-wings, Cardinals, and Song 

where seve?2 ^tolnd^ere ^ m °f eeese of the da V 

constantly. The sun was reanneer-V Wat f'^ ^ nd man Y more arriving 
colour to the land while wnich gave more light and 

In a flight of geese -overhead 1 *„n?£ U<ls c , were fast drifting away, 
was able to see his landing ft unobhR1 Snow Goose and everyone 

this was the satne Eirt afle?or! Xl I* WaS p ° sslble that 
Vultures end n t>oq+ m rr " I a the sky were five Turkev j 

A rS? of 0?ea?™ sc!™ r^Y 0nE moved slow ^ a ° TOSS th! treellops 

lines Of geese Are stillVSiiA! fYH n g. olose by shore; long ' 

a Marsh Hawk could be seen bit it L! SP a Rsd -tailed Hawk and 
to move on. ’ , it was mid-afternoon and we had 


found Pieaibm“ r toeie?Ld 1 i!,t n0rth 'a e Y ? f 0a * Orchard were 
on branches just over our ""heeds " 'liTf, Tead ’ and two phoebes sat 

a* »s ; .sasa ^ 

of Canada Ceese flew int^i^^- | ‘.o^e 
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seen on small ponds. Here we said good-bye and thanked our 
guides for a pleasant and profitable day and returned to our 
native soil. Besides the usual birds seen every day, there 
were Ring-necked Ducks, Mallards,- Sparrow Hawk, Killdeer, Mourn¬ 
ing Dove, Grackles, Cowbirds, and Slate-coloured Juncos, 

In all, close to twenty thousand geese had been 
observed. We undoubtedly achieved our purpose, 

>r ;|< H< 5|t 

THE GOOD FRIDAY HIKE 
By C. Douglas McCallum 

At 9 a.m. on Friday, April 8, we set out from the High 
Level. Bridge on our annual Good Friday hike around the west side 
of the bay. It was a cool raw day but by noon it had warmed up 
considerably. We started with a party of eleven which rose to 
a maximum of fifteen and dwindled again as the afternoon wore on. 

Along the bay shore we saw Horned and Pied-billed 
Grebes, Coots, and numerous scaup. The ducks were plentiful 
and included Redhead, Ruddy, Buffle-head, Canvas-back, and Old- 
Squaw. The land birds were few and far between, an occasional 
flicker and mourning dove and that was about all # vje had lunch 
at the Catholic Cemetery-about 11,30 (the vote in favour of 
early lunch was 9 to 4). At the noon pow*wow we decided to 
abandon the bay and strike out for greener fields, 

George North led us to Stone Church and Wentworth St. 
to see the Western Meadowlark. After a few minutes* wait the 
bird dutifully appeared and sang for us. An Eastern Meadowlark 
conveniently sang close by for comparison. In another, field we 
came upon a skunk rooting around which we approached diffidently 
However, we should not have bean so cautious. Even at a'dist¬ 
ance of ten feet he ignored us completely. We finally decided 
he must have been poisoned 'which would account for his odd 
actions. George North then led us down to Mount Albion to see 
some Long-eared Owls. However when we arrived there the place 
was alive with long-eared boys. It looked hopeless* but, as 
a^y of you who have been in the field with George North can 
testify, nothing is hopeless. lust as we were leaving a Long¬ 
eared Owl appeared as scheduled and we had a wonderful look at 
him. This was the climax to our very enjoyable nature outing # 

* * >;■ * 


NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to April 17, 1955 - 136 

Common Loon (l)Apr. 2 F Catholic Cemetery H.E. Kettle 

Red-necked Grebe (7)Apr. 3 ft Burlington & Bay L.Powells,G.North 
Pied-billed Grebe(l)Mar.20 ft LaSalle Park D.Bucknell,G.North 

et al. 
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Dble.-cr.Cormorant(1) Apr 
Great Blue Heron (l)Mar, 
Bl.-or.Night Heron(4)Apr, 
Am. Bittern (l)Apr, 
Eastern Brent' . (l)Mar, 
Gadwall ' (l)Mar, 
Green-winged Teal (2)Mar, 
Blue-winged Te al (1)Apr, 
-food Duck (2)Mar, 
White-wing.Scoter (g)Apr. 
Ruddy Duck (3)Mar. 
Goshawk (l)Apr, 
Sharp-shinned.Hawk(1)Apr. 
Broad-winged Hawk (2)Apr. 
Rough-legged Hawk (l)Apr. 
Golden Eagle (l)Mar. 
European Partridge(2)Apr. 
Sora , (1) Apr. 
Florida Gallinule (l)Apr. 
Wilson’s Snipe (l)Apr. 
Upland Sandpiper (1.) Apr. 
Greater Yellow-leg^ 1)Apr. 


it.Foot of Bay St. G. North 


F-Dundas Marsh L.Gray, D.Powell 

n Dundas Marsh G.North,D.Powell,et al 
A Mount Albion A.Nind.,North,R.MacLaren 
A Fruitland Bill & Flo Holley 

A Guise St. D. Bucknell,R.MacLaren 

AF Dundas Marsh L.Gray, D.Powell 

A Dundas Marsh R.MacLaren, C-.North 

A Dundas Marsh R. Henry 

F VanWagner’s Bch.R.MacLaren, G.North 
F Harvey Park G.North 

^King’s Forest B.Atkinson,Geo.&Glen 

F " 11 •> Meyers 

A Westdale L.Gray, D.Powell 

■A ” if ff 

A Sherman Ave.Mt. Bucknell,North,et al. 

A Limeridge Rd. Bob Henry 

A Firestone G. North 


A Guise St. 

AF Dundas Marsh 
-A Dundas Marsh 
A Dundas Marsh 


Bonaparte’s Gull (i)Mar 
Forster’s Tern (4)Apr 
Common Tern (l)Apr 
Caspian Tern (l)Apr 
Snowy Owl (1)Apr 
Yell.-sh. Flicker (l)Mar 
PileatedWoodpecker(1)Mar 

(1)Apr 

Yell.-b.Sapsucker (3)Apr 
Eastern Phoebe .(4)Mar 
Tree Swallow . (l)Apr 
Rough-w. Swallow (l)Apr 
Barn Swallow (l)Apr 
Purple Martin (1)Apr 
Brown Creeper (6)Apr 
Winter Wren (3)Apr 
Hermit Thrush (3)Apr 
Golden-cr.Kinglet (l)Apr 
Ruby-cr. Kinglet (l)Apr 
Loggerhead Shrike (l)Apr 
Myrtle Warbler (l)Apr, 
Pine Warbler (l)Apr, 
Western Meadowlark(2)Mar, 


:•. ■ g 
7 

:. 17 
- .17 
?. 20 
; .17 
• .17 
M7 
3 

uio 

’.14 

-.31 

M5 

’.15 

’.17 

*.10 

*.20 

'.20 

2 

9 

.30 

. 2 

9 

. 9 
. 6 

.13 

. 6 

.17 

. 3 
. g 
. 1 

.10 

.10 

.20 


A Limeridge Rd. 
A Firestone 


F Mount Albion 


R. Sergeant 


A Sherman Ave.Mt. L.Gray, D. Powell 
A Mount Hope R. Sargeant 

A West End of Bay G. North 
& w :i " G. Norths 

A ''' ” " !? G. Norths 

A East End of Bay A.Nind, G.North 


L Grassies 
F Sherman Ave.Mt 
Mount Albion 
Westdale Park 


R'obt .MacLaren,G,North 
D.Bucknell,A.Nind etal. 
R. Sargeant 
Don Clarke 


A Cemeteries, ate.H.Kettle,G.&G, Meyers 


A Mount Albion 
A Catholic Cam. 
A Valley Inn 
A King’s Forest 


R.Sargeant 
H.E. Kettle 
H.E. Kettle 
Brock Atkinson 


Rusty Blackbird 
Pine Grosbeak 
White-w.Crossbill 
Eastern Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
White-th.Sparrow 


(9)Apr.13 
(3)Apr. 3 
( 2)Apr. 1 
( 1 )Apr .13 
(1)Apr. 2 
(1) Apr, 3 
(1)Apr.10 
(1) Apr. g 
( 1 )Apr .13 


A Hamilton Beach Mrs. M. Fletcher 

F Milton Huber Moore 

F Ontario Hospital Bob Stamp 
A Westdale Park,etc. R.Curry, G.North 
F Sulphur Springs L.Gray, D.Powell 
F King’s Forest B;Atkinson, G.Meyers 

A Buttermilk Falls Glen Meyers 
A Mount Albion Bill Holley 

A Westdale Park L.Gray, D.Powell 

A Stone Church Rd.G.North,A.Nind,D.Buck- 
&Wentworth St. nell,R.MacLaren,et al. 
v Milton H.Moore 

L Sulphur Springs L.Gray, D. Powell 
L King’s Forest B.Atkinson, Meyers 

F Munroe St. G.North 

A Stone Church Rd.Bob Stamp 
A Mohawk Road L.Gray, D.Powell 

A York Road Mabel Watson 

A Milton H.Moore 

F Milton H.Moore 
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& - First report of the year F - First report of the season 

L - Last report of the season 

Please send your reports to Mr. George North, 249 Chariton~ 
Ave. West, Hamilton, telephone JA 2-6082, on or before the 
15 th of the month. 


AN INVITATION 
MONDAY, MAY '23- 

Flocks of Hudsonian Curlew stop off at Lake Erie on 
their flight to the Barren Grounds. Near his summer cottage 
two miles south-east of Nanticoke our friend, Thomson Lawrie, 
has often seen flocks around Victoria Day, Mr. & Mrs. Lawrie 
have extended an -invitation to club members to come for coffee 
when we go to look for curlew. There' is also an eagle’s nest 
ne arby. 


Where? Take Highway No, 6 past Hagersville, and 
past Garnet, to the third road. Turn left. Continue to the 
lake. You must turn left. After half a mile there is a small 
pumphouse on the lake side. The next house is the Lawriefe. 

If you want to know more about it, please telephone us - 
Laurel and George North, JA 2-6082. 


AN IDEAL HOLIDAY 

Two weeks at the F.O.N. Nature. Study Camp is'an’ 
ideal holiday for those who enjoy the out-of-doors enhanced 
by the companionship of other nature enthusiasts. 

Time: Saturday, July 2 to Saturday, July 16, 1955 

Place: Camp Billie Bear, between'Huntsville and 
Algonquin Park, 

Cost: $90.00. This price is up a little from other 

years but where else can you have such a good 
time so cheaply? 

For further information, write Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists, 187 •Highbourne Road, Toronto, 7, Ontario. 

>;< >[< >jc >!< . 

NOTICE 

A reminder that the membership fees for the season 
1955-5-6 will be due in September. 
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F UTURE EVENTS 

I LLUSTRATED LECTURES 

M PM-ay, . : May 2, 1955 . The regular meeting of the Hamilton Nature 
Club will be held in Centenary Church Hall, Main Street West, 
near lames Shreet (Use east sicle entrance 'near rear) at 8 p.m. 

Mr. Gordon McNair , the City A rborist Will'break of his "Plans 
mi d Problems as a City Arborist". Mr. McNair will welcome - 
suggestions and advice from our members. The annual election of 
olfleers will also take place at this meeting. The nominating 
committee, consisting of Mrs. R.D.F. Bourne, Mr. James Dowall, 
and Mr. George W. North, will present a slate of officers. Other 
nominations may bd made from the floor. All members should be 
present. Visitors are always welcome at club meetings. Mon¬ 
members are asked to contribute a small fee of 25«! to help defray 
expenses. 


FIELD TRIPS 

Saturday, May 14, 1955 . Annual Bus Hike to Long Point. Tickets 
may be obtained from Mr. R.D.F. Bourne, 39 Flatt Avenue, Phone 
JA 7-7057,^ If possible get your ticket at the May 2 meeting. 
Latest date for tickets, May 9. ~Meet'at the Bus Terminal at 
-?_ ♦/)-5 a.m . Bring two lunches. Price of tickets’," 1"2'.50,— 


S^jur_day; ; Ma y_2_l, 19 55. Spring Bird Cou nt. For territories and 
ocher particulars contact George ~. NortF7 JA 2-6082, at the 
May 1 meeting or early in May. 

Sunday, May 29, 1955 . Car hike to mountain for bird songs of 
Towhee, Brown Thrasher, Thrushes, and Warblers, ‘ Ifeet""at 6'.30 a.m. 
at Campbell ? s Corners (next stop light toward. Toronto from Aider- 
shot on oueeri Elizabeth), In 1954 a Clay-coloured Sparrow 
summered here. Leader, Mr. W.E. Benner, Phone NE 4-3888. 


.Ju.ue 5, 1955 . F.O.N. Regional gathering at Beamer’s 
p^hls. Niagara Peninsula Club, Brantford Club, and Hamilton" 
Nature Club, etc. Meet at corner of Main and Ottawa Streets at 
i-M' a ' b Lion f s Club Park, G-rimsby ~(opposite Carroll’s Store) 
at 10_. a.m . Bring a lunch. Leader, Mr. Bert Miller of Fort Erie 
For further particulars contact Dr. J.J. Miller, Phone Ml 8-3877. 


^iMgy? Jdne 12 , 1955 . Car hike to see a heronry near Kirkwall 
(north-west side of Beverley Swamp). Rubber"lAoots, insect 

^ X . a lunch will be needed. Meet at University Avenue 

gn d Main Streets at 9 a.m . For further particulars contact 
Mr. George W. North, Phone JA 2-6082 or Mr. W.E. Benner, NE 4-3888. 


>~>hore-B ird Count . Sometime in August, in conjunction 
with tta Buffalo OrniTESlOgical Society. tfcetiAg place in Hamilton 
John st. South at the Court House Park, For meeting time in 
Hamilton and for meeting point and time on shore of Lake Erie 
telephone Mr, E. Benner, NE 4-3888, or Dr. J. Miller, MI 8-3877. 


Tree Planting; on Royal Botanical Gardens property. Last week In 
May. For information telephone Mr.- John Lamoureux, JA 7-1158, 
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JUNIOR CLUB NEWS 


President: 
Vlce-Pres.: 
Secretary: 
Vice-Sec,: 


Bob Henry 
Brian Poole 
Jimmy Dean 
Murray McDiarmid 


(JA 8*4667) 
(NE 4-4175) 
(LI 5-1765) 
(LI 4-8292) 


NEW MEMBER S 

Girls and boys interested in plants, animals, and the 
out-of-doors are welcome. Come out on some of the club activi¬ 
ties. Then I am sure you will want to join. 


NATURE REPORTING 

Let us hear about the birds, flowers and insects you 
are seeing.' Your record may be important so phone it m to: 


Bob Henry (for any observations) 
Peter Hamel (for bird records) 
Brian Poole (for insect records) 


JA 8-4667 
JA 7-7684 
NE 4-4175 


NATURE NOTE ' 

Prom January 1 to April 12, 1955, °f the 

Junior Nature Club have seen a total of 95 duferent species 
of birds in the region of Hamilton. 

PROJECT DISPLAY ‘ 

This will be postponed until the fall so that we can 
display the collections made by the members during the summer. 

T HE MARCH BIRD KIKE : By Glen Meyers 

The Junior Club hike.on Sunday, March 13, was a two- 
car procession led by Mr. Dave Powell. When the group w^-iv 
'comfortably seated in the cars we headed i.or i-nncess P 01 . 
'Here we saw Mallard, Black and Ring-necked Dunks. Sitting on 
the marsh ice was a Red-tailed Hawk.that later took 01 *;> 
directly in front of us and landed m a nearby tr^o, s '-°° n h 
Red-tail soared gracefully over our heads. We also ooserved a 
Sparrow Hawk soaring in the same area. 1 

v/e went farther along Longwood Road and stopped near 
the High Level Bridge. Prom this vantage point we- observed a 
raft of Redhead and Scaup Ducks. There were also Herring, Ring- 
billed and Great Black-backed Gulls. Prom the bridge we pro¬ 
ceeded to the Woodland Cemetery. As we entered the cemetery we 
saw five Killdeer feeding in the grass. On reaching the edge 
of the bay we obtained an excellent view 01 a Horned Greb. m 
winter plumage. There were several rafts of gulls and a few 
Golden-eye Ducks. Some of the party glimpsed a Belted Kingfis 
er. 
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After everybody had had a good look at the water birds 
we drove along Highway 2 and turned down a gravel road beside the 
Loblaw supermarket. On the supermarket parking lot were two 
crows devouring any tasty tidbit that they could find. In the 
field behind, several Horned Larks were spotted by those in Mr. 
Dave powell's car. One o.f the larks took flight and landed on the 
road two feet from the car where it sang its cheery song. After 
the lark had flown away the group .continued to the woods near 
LaSalle Park. "• r . . 

One keen-eyed observer found a raccoon cleverly conceal¬ 
ed in a coniferous tree at the entrance to the woods. A large 
Buteo flew out which most of the group would have passed for a 
Red-tailed Hawk but our leader identified it as a Red-shouldered 
Hawk. Then we proceeded through the woods to the shore of the 
bay again. Here we saw another Horned Grebe but this time in 
spring plumage. Also-present were Scaup, Ring-necked, Redhead 
and Canvas-back Ducks. ’ 

Mr. Dave Powell then called the group together and we 
were either driven home.or to anorner near our home, 

CLUB MEETINGS (Y.M.C.A, , James & Jackson Streets) 

gaturday, May 7 ,19 55, at 7.15 p .m., Y.M.C.A. Ro om 8 : 

An informal meeting. There will be lots of nature news to exch¬ 
ange. A couple of the members will tell us what birds to watch 
ior and what flowers will be blooming in the next few weeks. 

There will be a colour film. 

gat ^rday,_ May 14, 1955, at 7.15 b.m . . Y.M.C.A. Room 8 
Professor N.W..Radforth of the Department of Biology, McMaster 
University, will give an illustrated talk called "The New 
Exploration". Dr Radforth was formerly Director of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens and is now active in teaching and research. 

You will all want to hear him. 

FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB HIKES AND PROJECT GROUPS 

Watch for the Senior Club hikes, as well' 

Saturda y, May 14,, 1955 , 9 a.m. to noon . Project G roup. 

Meet at the Children’s Garden House. Let us begin exploring and 
Improving our nature trail . What plants and trees are growing 
there? ana what birds are nesting? Later we can plant new wild 
flowers ana ferns to beautify the trail. Leader, Dr. Davies, 

a l l * Z* V A Y 1 ? ' ‘‘ r * ~ * ‘ ^'—=7 *5 Vlv ^ -i ( / - ; a , 

1 A■ay, May 28, 1955 . 9 a.m, to noon . P roject Gr oup. 

Meet at the Children’s Garden House. Mr. John Lamoureux, Conser- 
va-oionist of the Royal Botanical Gardens, JA 7-1158, will help us 
improve our nature trail . There is lots for everyone to do. 

Sun day, June 5, 1955 . 9 a.m . to 5 p.m. Hike 

Meet at the cannon near the' gate of Dund.urn Park on time, Mr. 
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Eric Bastin, JA 7-0565, will lead an all-day motor hike to 
Rattlesnake Point and Mount Nemo to see flowers, fossils and 
nesting birds including Turkey Vultures. Bring a picnic lunch . 

Saturday,' June 18, 1 955, bo noon. Hike 

Meet at the Children’s Garden House on time . .Mr. Dave. Powell, 
JA 8-4325, will lead an early motor hike to Rock Chapel to find 
Winter' Wren, Tanager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Louisiana Water- 
thrush, Cerulean and Pine Warblers and Yellow-throated Vireo, 

Saturday, July 16, 1955 , 9 a.m, to noon 

Meet at the Child3?en’s Garden House, Mr. R.D.F. Bourne, JA 7- 
7657, will' be the leader. Those that have been with him before 
won’t want to miss hearing his amusing stories about nature 
lore. Bring your nature finds to show the others. There will 
be a hike in the vicinity as well. 

Saturday, August 20, 1955 , 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Hike 
Meet under the tower of University Hall, McMaster University. 
Mr. George North, JA 2-6082, will lead a hike out to Spencer 
Creek and the west end of the marsh. You always see lots with 
Mr. North l' 

Ox vjx vlx sU %Jx 

*Y 'l N -V 'I- 'T' 

-THE WOOD DUCK- 

The Wood Duck is published monthly, from September 
to May by the members of the Hamilton Nature Club. Its purpose 
is to aid in the study, appreciation and conservation of our 
native, wild and beautiful heritage. Members are urged to 
share, their nature experiences and are' requested to send their 
contributions to the editor by the 10th of the month, to appear 
in the-following issue. If possible, manuscripts should be 
typewritten, using one side of the paper only, lines double 
spaced. Material may be reprinted without special permission. 
Credit lines will be appreciated. 

Editor - Mr. Morley C. Sabine, 132 Ontario Avenue, Hamilton 
Telephone JAckson 2-2596 

Staff - Mrs. Aubrey Falladown, Mr. Harold Cunliffe 
Mrs. C.L. Powell, Miss Margaret Joyce 

>J< >*< >J< >|< 
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OFFICERS OF THE HAMILTON NATURE CLUB 
1955 - 1956 _ 


Honourary President 

Dr. G.O. McMillan 

53 Oak Knoll Drive 



Past President 

Mrs, George W. North 

249 Charlton Ave, West 



President 

Dr. John Miller 

Box 160, Ancaster 

MI. 

8-3877 

First Vice-President 
and Treasurer 

Dr. H. Kleerekoper 

2 Cameron .Avenue, Dundas 

1591 

Second Vice-President 

Mr. Douglas Smith 

16 Hollywood North 

JA, 

7-3063 

Secretary 

Miss A.E. LeWarne 

549 Main St. East, Apt, 8 

JA, 

2-3616 

Junior Club 

Dr. Douglas M. Davies 

181 Cline Ave, South 

JA, 

9-5130 


Chairman of Committees 


Membership Miss Stella Brown 79 Bond St.N, JA, 2-3724 

Programme Mr. J. Forrester 220 Charlotte St, LI, 9*7089 

Field Events Mr. W.E. Benner R,R.l, Aldershot NE, 4«3888 

Publications Mr. Morley C. Sabine 132 Ontario Ave, JA, 2-2596 

Educational Mr. Douglas Smith 16 Hollywood N. JA, 7-3063 

Conservation Mr. Lawrence Roy R.R.l, Hamilton 

Audubon Screen Tours Mrs. Claire Davison 

152 Gage Ave. South LI, 9*1773 

Also a Director, Miss Evelyn Morris, Townsend Ave,, Aldershot 

Librarian Mrs. George E. Campbell 

142 Gladstone Avenue JA, 2-3272 

Records 


Birds 

Mr. 

George North 

249 Charlton Ave,W, 

JA. 

2-6082 

Ferns 

Mrs 

. Robt, H. Lloyd 

7 Homewood Avenue 

JA, 

7-5341 

Wild Flowers 

Mr. 

J.H. Williams 

20 Searle St, 

JA. 

7-8107 

Trees 

Mammals and 

Mr. 

H.E. Kettle 

160 Delaware Ave, 

LI. 

4-0876 

Reptiles 

Dr. 

P. Henderson 

32 Rosslyn Ave. S. 

LI. 

4-7380 




